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34 on the 
BOUnce! 
The 2023 FIM X-Trial World Championship 
saw Repsol Honda’s Toni Bou 
collect his 34th title in a row…
 PHOTOSः FUTURE7MEDIA & X-TRIAL.COM

R epsol Honda's Toni Bou ran riot through 
the FIM X-Trial World Championship, 
winning six rounds out of seven on his 
way to lifting his 17th-straight indoor 
title and 34th in total! That loss at 

round two in Austria was ultimately scrubbed 
from his season score sheet as only six scores from 
seven count towards the X-Trial series' total. 

It’s also worth noting that while each round 
pays out the winner 20 points, bonus points are 
also awarded to the winners of the qualifying 
rounds on each night. Incredibly, out of the 
possible 14 bonus points on offer, Bou won nine 
of them although two were then jettisoned as 
part of his dropped lowest score leaving the 
37-year-old Spaniard with a grand total of 127 for 
the season out of a possible 132. Not too shabby. 

The championship started in the cathedral-like 
Palau Sant Jordi that overlooks the beautiful city 
of Barcelona. GASGAS team leader Jaime Busto 
topped the first qualifying round to secure the first 
world championship point of the 2023 season but 
after that, it was all Bou with his biggest challenge 
coming from Repsol Honda teammate Gabriel 
Marcelli who led the final after section two before 
relenting to his all-conquering countryman. 

“I was very happy to start the season with a 
victory in Barcelona,” says Toni. “We were a bit 
behind in the first round, but in the second round 
I felt more comfortable and that allowed me to 
finish first and contest the final. The final was 
very good – I felt great and I rode very solidly.”

The championship then moved to Vienna 
for round two where Bou started in dominant 
fashion, cruising to the win in both qualifying 

Toni Bou was at his brilliant 
best as he secured his 34th 
world championship title

EVENT | 2023 FIM X-TRIAL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
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Jaime Busto was the best 
of the rest on his GASGAS

rounds to pick up two extra championship 
points – albeit the ones he ended up 
dropping. The fi nal was run between 
Bou, Busto and Adam Raga (TRRS) who’d 
ridden brilliantly in the qualifying laps. 

Raga dropped a dab in the opener to drop 
behind Bou and Busto who both managed 
to clean the section. But Bou failed to 
reach the end cards in the second while 
both Busto and Raga went through for a 
dab. Raga dropped fi ve in the third while 
the others went clean and then section 
four took two marks from both Busto and 
Raga while Bou once again failed to make 
the end cards. A solid ride through the 
fi fth secured it for Busto who’d fi ve the 
fi nal section but still won on the night! 

“I didn’t make the best of starts today but 
for the fi nal I really concentrated,” explained 
Jaime. “I was just thinking about riding the 
sections how I know I can and not worrying 
about the time it took to complete them. 
I just felt great on the bike and I couldn’t 
be happier to give GASGAS a win.”

Regardless of giving up the win on 
the night, Bou retained the series lead 
as the championship headed back to 
Spain – Pamplona to be exact. 

Busto topped the opening lap and then 
Marcelli stayed totally feet-up around the 

second. They were the top two qualifi ers 
with Bou a comfortable third to secure his 
place in the fi nal. And that’s where he came 
alive, staying clean through sections one, 
two and three while Marcelli dropped 10 
marks and Busto lost seven. A safe two in the 
fourth meant the win was already secured 
in the six-section trial but Toni kept the 
pressure on to drop another one to end the 
night on three marks lost! As Marcelli found 
his stride, Busto crumbled and once again 
it was a Repsol Honda 1-2 with Bou edging 
further clear in the championship chase. 

“It was a tough night mentally,” said Bou 
who despite winning by a massive margin 
felt the pressure on the night. “In the fi nal, 
I performed at my best and I was very 
happy. The other riders pushed me and it 
was a victory that meant a lot. I was very 
happy to be racing in a new city, in front of 
passionate fans, and I was happy to add a 
new venue to my record with a victory." 

Bordeaux hosted the fourth round which 
would be the last X-Trial event held before 
the TrialGP season took over for the summer. 
Bou struggled with the opening section on 
both qualifying laps, dropping fi ve marks 
on both attempts. The following sections 
were ridden cleanly but the marks dropped 
there allowed Busto to add two bonus points 

Adam Raga showed flashes 
of brilliance on his TRRS

Sherco's Benoit 
Bincaz bagged 

seventh spot 
in the series 
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ARGIE 
BARGIE! 
Argentina hosts the 97th ISDE 
where after almost a week of intense 
competition it’s Team USA and the 
French who top the podium… 
PHOTOSः FUTURE7MEDIA

Jamie McCanney was the top 
Brit in this year's ISDE beating 
Nathan Watson by just over a 
second after six days in the saddle 

EVENT | FIM INTERNATIONAL SIX DAY ENDURO
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Andrea Verona chased 
Garcia hard but had to 
be content with second 
in the Individual ranks

Dante Oliveira played 
a key role in securing 
the win for Team USA

Josep Garcia was fast 
all week and topped the 
Individual classification

S an Juan in Argentina hosted 
the 97th FIM International 
Six Days Enduro where Team 
USA took a convincing double 
win in oppressive heat and 

dry and dusty conditions in both World 
Trophy Team contests. Team GB’s Trophy 
Team – Alex Snow, Jed Etchells, Jamie 
McCanney and Nathan Watson – fi nished 
a fantastic third overall while the Junior 
and Women’s teams hit trouble with 
retirees a� ecting their overall results. 

The conditions defi nitely played into 
the hands of the US teams who led the 
from the o�  although it was EnduroGP 
regulars Josep Garcia and Andrea Verona 
who topped the individual rankings. The 
ISDE is not about personal glory though 
and collectively Team USA (Robert Taylor, 
Johnny Girroir, Dante Oliviera and Cole 
Martinez) had the legs on the competition. 

It was tight at the top though as Team 
GB, along with the French team (Theo 
Espinasse, Leo Le Quere, Loic Larrieu and 

Julien Roussaly), fi nished second and third 
on the opening day and not a million miles 
behind the Yanks. The Brits bar the semi-
retired Alex Snow were all fairly consistent 
with McCanney and Watson separated by 
0.17 of a second after a long day in the saddle 
with Etchells just 11 seconds in arrears.  

Day Two saw Team USA extend their lead 
with a dominant team performance. Oliviera 
was the fastest of the four and wasn’t far o�  
the blazing pace set by Garcia who managed 
to coax a third-place day result out of his 
team. The Brits fi nished second once more 
with Watson the stand-out performer on his 
Honda. The gap between Team USA and GB 
was already over fi ve minutes with the French 
almost two minutes behind the Brits with 
a third of the event in the history books. 

It was the Italians' time to shine on day 
three as Verona and Samuele Bernardini were 
both right on the pace, with Kevin Cristino 
and Morgan Lesardio doing their bit too. 
Garcia was still the quickest man in the race 
and Team USA was the top team but after a 
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PRICE 
IS RIGHT! 
Jack Price takes a third Scott Trial win 
on the bounce in the ultimate annual 
test of man and machine but it's 
tight at the top as Harry Hemingway 
and Billy Green push him hard…
WORDSः JOHN DICKINSON   PHOTOSः JOHN DICKINSON/NEIL STURGEON

F ollowing another epic day deep in 
the Yorkshire dales, 26-year-old 
Jack Price clocked up his hat-trick 
of victories in the most famous 
one-day motorcycle trial in the 

world – The Scott Trial. In what turned 
out to be a super close finish, Pricey held 
off young guns – and surely future winners 
– Harry Hemingway and Billy Green.

Harry enjoyed a tremendous debut ride in 
his home county classic and almost pulled 
off what would have been a truly stunning 
win, while Devonian Billy, a long way from 
home, arguably lost out on the Premier 
after running out of fuel following the very 
last section and collapsed exhausted on the 
ground having pushed his silent machine 
over half a mile, uphill, to the finish line.

This unique time and observation 
event, which dates back over 100 years to 
1914, was based, as always in more recent 
times, at Feldom Range, Marske, near 

Jack Price took the win  
- his third in a a row -  
but it was tight at the top!

EVENT | 2023 SCOTT TRIAL
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World Champ Emma Bristow was 
again top lady despite losing time 

repairing a damaged machine

Dickie Sadler motors through the end cards 
at Orgate on his way to a fifth-place finish 

Benjamin Allison-Hughes 
and Aleyn Taggart get 
stuck in at Surrender

Richmond and basically circumnavigates 
the dales town of Reeth in an 80-mile, 
single lap, o� -road moorland course 
taking in 76 separate observed sections.

This year's entry was 190 strong as the 
fi eld gathered at the start and with a bitterly 
cold wind blowing over the moors and rider 
#1, North Berks fi rst-timer Luke Hora was 
fl agged away at 9am prompt. The rest of 
the fi eld followed impatiently at 20-second 
intervals and with the established aces seeded 
at the back of the fi eld, last man away – Pricey 
- was up and chasing just over an hour later!

So, with everyone now out on the course, 
battle commenced as the quick lads (and girls) 
at the back started to scythe their way through 
the fi eld to inevitably eventually hit the front 
as the Standard Time contenders hit top gear.

In The Scott, the fastest rider to fi nish sets 
Standard Time and has zero-time penalties. 
For every minute that riders fi nish over that 
time, they get an extra mark to add to their 
score on observation. 30 minutes overall time 
loss on Standard Time and that's a quick 30 

extra marks! Riders are allowed two and a 
half hours after Standard Time – after that, 
it is the pain of having fi nished the course 
but being disqualifi ed as out on time!

After an hour and 20 minutes, the fi rst 
rider sped into view at Reels Head – the 
opening big spectator section. It was #13, local 
lad Alfi e Royle, being encouraged by the large 
crowd through the climbing, rocky outcrop, 
followed four minutes later by #2 Richard 
Mellon, Jay Piper and Francis Nicholson.

By 10:42am they were coming thick and 
fast, with #43 Wilf Shuttleworth looking 
strong and #98 Will Hoare on the move. 
First of the seeded riders, no surprise, was 
#143 Harry Hemingway who fl oated up the 
section and disappeared over the hill.

11am saw veteran #155 Sam Haslam 
through in his easy style, then #178 Michael 
Brown out on a Montesa before the big 
guns arrived in the shape of #188 Jonathan 
Richardson, #181 John Sunter and #190 Jack 
Price, followed a couple of minutes later 
by #187 Jack Peace and #188 Billy Green. 
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LIVERPOOL HOSTED THE 2023 FIM 
Awards gala which meant that the 
motorcycle sport elite were jetted into 
John Lennon Airport for a weekend of 
sightseeing, champagne guzzling and 
medal receiving. A glitzy high-budget 
affair, the FIM was able to save a wodge 
of cash thanks to the amazing number of 

British enduro riders who’d bagged gold 
medals in 2023 that the international 
sporting organisation didn’t have to 
pay for flights for – six of ‘em, no less. 

So, joining international jet-setting 

stars like MotoGP champ Pecco 
Bagnaia and MX/SX stars Jorge Prado 
and Andrea Adamo were EnduroGP 
aces Steve Holcombe, Jane Daniels, 
Brad Freeman and Jed Etchells 
along with unstoppable SuperEnduro 
winning machine Billy Bolt and Hard 
Enduro Junior World Champ Mitch 
Brightmore. Although we’re more 
used to seeing them covered in mud, 
dirt and dust, sweating buckets and 
dribbling snot from their noses, it’s 
great to be able to confirm that they 
all scrubbed up pretty well for their 
big night on the stage. Well done to all 
of them and long may they continue 
to be winners on the world stage.

Mitch 
Brightmore

Jane Daniels

Steve 
Holcombe

Jed Etchells

Wade Young bagged 
yet another Roof of 
Africa victory

GOLD RUSH!

Billy Bolt

Wade Young on 
top of the Roof
SOUTH AFRICA’S WADE Young relished the relentlessly hot and dry conditions of the 2023 Roof of Africa to take his eighth victory in the iconic event. Conditions were so extreme at the three-day event that heat exhaustion and dehydration took their toll on the riders with several needing to be airlifted off the course by the medical crew. Young seemed to revel in the conditions and after cruising to fifth place in the Round the Houses prologue, knuckled down on the first full off-road day to work his way through the pack. Attacking the final climb hard, Young was able to open up a 25-minute advantage over Matthew Green and Brett Swanepoel who had technical issues early in the day and then broke some toes after having a head-on with an adventure bike rider who was following the action. On the final day, Young worked on maintaining his lead and although 17-year-old James Moore was able to set the fastest time, Wade was able to secure the overall win by a good 20 minutes over Green with Swanepoel finishing a further three minutes back. “The last climb on the opening day broke most of the riders and that helped me build a lead that I worked hard to maintain to the end. I didn’t have the best final day but I pushed as hard as I could and it was enough to get the win. I have to say I have never been this tired at the end of a race in my entire career, the days were just so long and the heat only made it worse,” reckoned Young at the finish.

Brad Freeman

ACU BRITISH ENDURO
Championship series manager 
Neil Hawker has shared dates 
for next year’s BEC and it’s 
promising to be something a 
little bit special. The opening 
round will be run on fresh going 
at Helmsley on April 27/28 and 
then three weeks later the 
Dyfed Dirt Bike Club’s Brechfa 
Enduro will host round two over 
the weekend of May 18/19. 

The third round is yet TBA 
but a new venue and promoter 
are promised and it’s hoped 
that the date for it – July 27/28, 
one week before the EnduroGP 
series returns to Wales – means 
that a few World Championship 
contenders will come across early 

to get a feel for the terrain. 
It’s certainly feasible, right?

Team REME’s Natterjack is 
pencilled in as round four on 
September 14/15 before RAW 
Enduro’s Catterick Enduro 
wraps up the championship 
a week later on September 
21/22. Each round will host two 
days of action with the results 
from all 10 days counting 
towards the championship.   

Hawker’s happy to hear 
all ideas, comments and 
criticism regarding the 
championship and if you’ve 
got owt to say then the 
British Enduro Championship 
page on Facebook is 
where you’ll catch him.

BEST BEC YET?

ENDUROCHECKPOINTtmxnews.co.uk  facebook.com/tmxnews  @tmxnews ANTHONY SUTTON
editor@tmxnews.co.uk
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CHRISTMAS CORNER
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IF CHRISTMAS IS coming 
at you way quicker than 
anticipated and you still 
need to find something to 
stick under the tree then 
the good guys at Dualways 
have got your back with 
a whole heap of fun 
products that your little 
loved ones would adore 
to receive from Santa.

Starting with the SMC 
quad range, there's a 
three-model line-up 
with the Cub 50, a 50cc 
machine that is an ideal 
fit for youngsters starting 
their quad-riding journey, 
the Scout 90 featuring 
a 90cc powerplant 
that provides a bigger 
and more powerful 
option for young pilots 
seeking to develop their 
machine skills or the 
Hornet 100, perfect for 
older junior riders. 

All SMC quads are 
equipped with two-stroke, 
single-cylinder, air-
cooled engines that can 
be restricted to deliver 
controlled low-speed 
performance while the 
novice riders get to 
grips with operating 
the powered four-
wheelers. The Scout 
and Hornet can be de-
restricted to full power, 
once the rider is more 
confident. The Hornet 
features reverse gear, 
adjustable suspension, 
and rear disc brake.

The machines have an 
electric starting system, 
with backup kick start, and 
are fully automatic. With 
safety always a priority, 
the footwells are fully 
enclosed to protect legs 
and feet. A lanyard cut-out 
will immediately stop the 
engine if required.

Prices start at £1199 
for the Cub 50 and 

increase to £1499 for 
the Scout 90 and £2499 
for the Hornet 100.

If two wheels are more 
your thing then Amped 
electric balance bikes are 
perfect for the younger 
members of your family 
and are available in three 
sizes – A10, A16 and A20. 

All models feature a 
direct-drive rear wheel 
hub motor which, with a 
centrally-located battery, 
means the weight gets 

distributed evenly, making 
the bike more balanced, 
offers better traction and 
is generally safer to ride. 
They are also equipped 
with Eco and Boost speed 
settings, allowing novice 
riders to ride at a slower 
speed, and then increase 
the pace once they (or 
their parents) are more 
confident. Available in 
Red, black or blue in three 
different sizes – the A10 
for 3-6-year-olds, the A16 
for 4-8-year-olds and the 
A20 for kids aged 7-12. The 
A10 has an SRP of £375, 
the A16 costs £425 and the 
A20 comes in at £549. 

10TEN’s pit bike 
range is very popular 
for being competitively 
priced and fun while 
incorporating high-spec 
and stylish features 

backed up by a solid 
reputation for reliability. 
As such, 10TEN’s Pit, Dirt 
and Supermoto-style 
machines have developed 
a healthy following of 
dirt riding enthusiasts.

The 50R is the perfect 
starter bike. Although it 
is small, it is fitted with a 
whole host of standard 
features to match most 
of the full-size bikes on 
the market. Fitted with 
an electric start and a 
smooth auto clutch the 
50R gives the young 
riders full confidence 
whilst learning the basics 
of off-road riding.  

The 90R has a semi-
automatic 90cc engine 
which gives the rider 
ease of use so that they 
can develop their off-
road skills and change 
gears while not worrying 
about clutch control.

The 90R Supermoto has 
been designed for youth 
supermoto championships. 
It has a four-speed 
semi-automatic gearbox, 
electric and kickstart, 
upside-down forks and 
10-inch magnesium 
wheels. Crash bobbins and 
footpeg sliders complete 
the supermoto look.

The new 10TEN MX-E 
is the first fully electric 

model in the range. It’s a 
great bike for beginners 
and new riders to develop 
their riding skills without 
the noise and disturbance 
of a conventional petrol 
engine. The MX-E features 

a removable lithium 
battery meaning you can 
take it inside to charge or 
even take a spare battery 
with you to the track.  

Colour options are 
black/orange and those 
all-important prices are 
– £749.00 50R, £799.00 
90R, £999.00 90R 
Supermoto, £999.00 MX-E. 

If you’re keen, then 
contact Drew Marshall 
at Dualways on 01623 
708607 or email drew.m@
dualways.com. If you fancy 
pointing your peepers 
at their home on the 
web then dualways.
com is the place to go.

FRESHLY CROWNED 
TRIAL2 World 
Champion Billy Green 
and 2022 Trial3 victor 
Harry Hemingway are 
the final two riders to be 
confirmed as competing 
in the second edition 
of the DL12 Indoor 
Trial. The plucky pair 
of Brits will join fellow 
world champions Toni 
Bou, Jaime Busto, 
Gabriel Marcelli, Matteo 
Grattarola, Adam Raga 
and Toby Martyn inside 
Sheffield’s Utilita Arena 
on January 13, 2024, 
for an epic evening of 
fantastic feet-up action.

Surprisingly given the 
quality of the line-up 
and the fact that all 
tickets include entry 
to the Trials Expo/

Paddock/Warm-Up 
area, some seats are 
still available for the 
perennially sold-out 
event so get yours 
quick by heading 
to dl12indoortrial.
co.uk right now.

DL12 LINE-UP COMPLETE
Harry Hemingway 
will be in action at 

Sheffield 

Who wouldn't want 
a 10Ten 50R pit 
bike for Xmas? 

The Pink SMC 
50cc Cub quad...

Go on, stick an Amped A20 
balance bike underneath your tree

... and Orange 
100cc Hornet
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Big Bazza D takes the TXP-24 up a stream bed 

TESTED | OSET TXP RANGE
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AIROH
Off-Road Helmets
The Airoh off-road helmet range has landed back with the good guys and girls over at Malcolm Rathmell Sport and will be available once again through their extensive dealer network. Airoh is without doubt one of the most popular off-road helmet manufacturers in all disciplines of the sport and their products are a favourite with racers of all levels from world champions such as Jorge Prado, Steve Holcombe, Emma Bristow MBE and Billy Green right through to grassroots weekend warriors. 

There are models in the Airoh range to suit all budgets and we’ve picked just two out here – the Aviator Ace MX helmet and trials style TRR S. There are numerous colour combos to pick from and all sizes are catered for so check ‘em out at MRS’s home on the interwebs – www.mrsltd.co.uk – where you’ll also be able to find your nearest stockist.   Aviator Ace £375
TRR S Keen £199
SUPPLIER: mrsltd.co.uk
CONTACT: 01423 772885

What you wear inside 
your trials/ motocross/
enduro boots is totally 
your business but if you’re 
not wearing moto-specific 
socks then you’re missing 
a trick because in terms 
of overall comfort, there’s 
really nothing better 
than slipping your foot 
into something warm 
and fluffy that grips and 
supports you in all the 
right places. Although 
you can’t see them, I can 
guarantee you that Martin 
Barr and the boys at Apico 
Husqvarna wear these 

Apico Factory Racing 
Team Edition Socks every 
time they line up for a 
race and even after a busy 
season and numerous 
trips to the team washer/ 
dryer they’ve retained 
their shape and are 
just as comfortable as 
ever. So, go on, they’re 
only a tenner – give 
your feat meat a reet 
neat treat, t’neet.
£10
SUPPLIER:
apico.co.uk
CONTACT:
01282 473190

If you’re after the most 
resilient motocross 
handlebars on the planet 
then Renthal TwinWalls 
ought to be right up there 
on your shopping list. The 
British-engineered badasses 
are available in numerous 
bends and colours and 
are cleverly constructed 
using two aluminium alloy 
tubes, one within the other, 
that are hard anodised to 
resist wear and corrosion 
while looking really pretty. 
It’s said that Renthal 
Twinwalls are so damn 

strong that some experts 
are adamant that when 
AI goes rogue and nukes 
us all to smithereens, only 
Chuck Norris, cockroaches 

and TwinWalls will survive. 
We can’t argue with that…
£160
SUPPLIER: apico.co.uk
CONTACT: 01282 473190

NGK
Spark Plugs 
There’s a real problem 
with counterfeit products 
infiltrating the UK at 
the moment with NGK 
spark plugs being one 
of the many reputable 
manufacturers affected. 
The way to ensure that 
you’re buying bona fide 
products is by always using quality dealers who trade directly with a trusted distributor. That’s a much better option than trying to save a few quid by buying blind from the internet no matter how reputable you deem the selling platform to be.CONTACT: Your local dealer

RENTHAL
TwinWall 
handlebars

APICO FACTORY RACING
Team Edition Socks

HOT STUFF
See your fresh swag on this page by 
emailing editor@tmxnews.co.uk

RFX 
Race Foam Mud Deflector
You’ve all heard the phrase 
‘mud sticks’, right? Well, it’s 
certainly true when it comes 
to motocross helmets with the 
top of them attracting huge 
clumps of it whenever it’s wet 
and you’re riding deep in the 
pack. The way we see it, there 
are three ways to combat having 
a muddy helmet – 1) Get every 
holeshot, run away and hide 
from the pack but not ride so 
fast that you have to lap people. 
2) Retire from racing. But 
where’s the fun in that? Are you 

gonna do gardening at 
weekends? Thought not… 
3) Head on down to your 
local dirt bike dealer and 
say ‘dude, can you hook 
me up with a three-pack 
of RFX Race Foam Mud 
Deflectors please sir’ 
and then hand over 
some cash or yo’ momma’s 
debit or credit card (but ask 
her for permission first). 

Now stick one on top of your 
helmet and you’re all set because 
that mud ain’t gonna stick now 

no matter how much you get 
roosted. You even have a couple 
spare for your friends. 
£24.99
SUPPLIER: racefx.com 
CONTACT: 01254 311222

Apico Factory Racing 
Team Edition Socks every 
time they line up for a 
race and even after a busy 
season and numerous 
trips to the team washer/ 
dryer they’ve retained 
their shape and are 
just as comfortable as 
ever. So, go on, they’re 
only a tenner – give 
your feat meat a reet 
neat treat, t’neet.

01282 473190

AIROH

HOT STUFF
TMX | NEW PRODUCTS
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BY THE TIME you read 
this, we will be getting 
excited about the Classic 
Dirt Bike Show which 
runs at the International 
Centre in Telford on 
February 11/12. Once 
again, the Morton’s 
Events team have 
managed to entice three 
special guests of honour 
in the form of Kelvin 
Tatum, Yrjo Vesterinen 
and Neil Hudson who 
will have plenty of tales 
to tell on stage with 
MC John McCrink. 

Kelvin of course 
started his career in 
MX where he was one 
of the top schoolboy 
riders and was originally 
snapped up by Team 
Green Kawasaki. But 
his real claim to fame 
was after he turned to 
Speedway. One look at 
his Wikipedia page and 
you can see what he 
has achieved - British 
Speedway Champion 
in 1987 and 1990. He 
was also World Long 
Track Champion in 1995, 
1998 and 2000, and 
the list goes on. He was 
awarded the MBE in the 
2003 New Year Honours 

list for his services to 
Speedway and is now 
the main commentator 
for BT Sport.

Vesty is another 
legend that doesn’t 
need any introduction, 
as the Finnish rider 
won the World Trials 
Championship for Bultaco 
three years running 
between 1976 and ’78 
and finishing runner-up 
in ’75 and in ’79. He was 
also an 11-time Finnish 
Champion and was British 
Champion in 1982.

Neil Hudson won 
the 1981 World 250cc 
Motocross Championship 
and also went on to 
be the 1982 British 
Champion and is a 
regular visitor to Telford.   

There will also be 
hundreds of classic bikes 
on show, plus plenty of 
retail and club stands, 
and it has become the 
mecca of shows for all 
classic enthusiasts. 

Advanced tickets are 
currently on sale on 
the show website if you 
would like to save a few 
quid and there are still 
places available at the 
outdoor auto jumble.

IN 1983 GEOFF MAYES
rode number 10 in the 
British Championship 
having moved from 
Maico to Kawasaki. Geoff 
was one of the original 
Top 30 riders in 1975 
when the Championship 
moved to an Open class 
format. His record 
speaks for itself, and 
in 1980 he became 

British Champion on 
the Maico, to match 
his brother Freddie’s 
achievement in 1966 
when he won the 250cc 
title. Geoff finished 
in the top 12 every 
season for 11 years, and 
he also managed to 
score GP points in all 
three classes between 
1976 and ’85. His final 

record was as follows -
1975 CZ 11th
1976 CZ 12th 
1977 Kawasaki 5th
1978 Kawasaki 11th 
1979 Maico 3rd
1980 Maico 1st
1981 Suzuki 5th
1982 Maico 10th
1983 Kawasaki 12th
1984 Kawasaki 7th
1985 Kawasaki 10th

IT’S SHOW TIME!

NORTHERN UPROAR

FOUR DECADES BACK

THE WESTMORLAND, 
YORKSHIRE and 
Galloway clubs have come 
together to form a new 
Northern Classic and 
Twinshock Championship 
consisting of six rounds.
April 21: Westmorland 
MC at Crooklands, Kendal
May 6: Westmorland MC 
at Bassenthwaite, Keswick
May 18/19: Galloway 
MCC at Lockerbie
July 14: Westmorland 
MC at Helsington, Kendal
August 11: Yorkshire 

Twinshock at Brookhouse, 
Lancaster
October 6: Yorkshire 
Twinshock at Ganthorpe 

Provisional classes are 
Pre-60, Pre-65, Pre-68, 
Pre-74 up to and over 
250, Pre-78, Twinshock 
125 A & B, Twinshock 250, 
Twinshock Open Under 
Age 45, 45-59 and 60+. 

Each club may have 
races for other classes 
as they have done in the 
past, but these will not be 
part of the championship.

A registration fee is 
not required, and all 
the events are open 
to any rider but if you 
wish to score points 
for the championship 
then you must become 
a member of one of 
the organising clubs.

Club membership is 
£10 for the Yorkshire 
and Westmorland Clubs 
and £15 for Galloway.

More details to follow 
but just make sure you get 
those bikes ready for April.

FANCY SOME DATES?
AROUND THIS TIME every year, I start the task of collating all the planned MX and Scramble events that have been scheduled and following the AMCA dates meeting at Cannock last month, most have now been confirmed. There are still a few venues to be sorted but we have a plan, and it’s a big one. If anyone would like a copy of the spreadsheet please email me at the address above and then you can plan your year ahead. Should there be any amendments by any clubs out there please let me know so that we can keep everyone informed.

There'll be plenty to see at 
the Classic Dirt Bike Show 

The Classic and Twinshock scene 
is booming up north with a new 
championship planned for 2024

Geoff Mayes on his way to winning 
the 1980 British Championship

RETROREVUEtmxnews.co.uk  facebook.com/tmxnews  @tmxnews
GEOFF SHUTTLEWORTH

geoff.shuttleworth121@outlook.com
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Big Bazza D takes the 

TXP-24 up a stream bed 

TESTED | OSET TXP RANGE
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OSETENTATIOUS! 
TMX’s tenacious test team – that’s Big Bazza D and Beardy Jon 

– get to grips with OSETs all-new TXPs at Inch Perfect…

WORDSः BARRY DYSON  PHOTOSः NEIL STURGEON
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Since arriving on the scene in 

2006, OSET electric motorcycles 

have become incredibly 

popular on the youth trials 

scene especially at club level 

and in the brand’s own regional OSET 

Cup events. With that in mind, it’d be 

easy to imagine that the management 

team at OSET could sit back and watch 

the sales roll in while rubbing their hands 

together and laughing maniacally.

I do love a teasing text from Sutty. “You 

got any plans for next Tuesday?” he asked on 

WhatsApp. He rarely wants to wine and dine 

me, so I assumed it was something off-roady.

“As long as you promise, I’ll be 

chewing dirt and snorting smoke, 

I’ll make myself free”, I replied.

He couldn’t promise me the latter unless 

I drove myself in my blowing 20-year-old 

Saab diesel that’s keeping me off Greta 

Thunberg’s e-Christmas card list. As it was, 

I was the nominated big kiddie to go to the 

launch of OSET’s new electric TXP-20 and 

TXP-24 models and to see just how much 

Lancashire mud I could wedge into my teeth.

OSET, the brainchild of CEO and 

founder, Ian Smith, has seen over 40,000 

happy children begin their motorcycling 

adventure under electric power since 2004. 

And surely this is becoming the norm for 

today and tomorrow’s youth. The days of 

the Yamaha PW50 being the go-to starter 

bike are likely less so these days as the 

switch to cleaner power continues.

OSET chose to have their launch at Inch 

Perfect Trials, located in the stunning 

surroundings of Lancashire’s Bowland 

Fells. With streams, woodlands and an 

impressive man-made Trials Park, it was 

the ideal location for OSET to showcase the 

new range in their intended environment.

Four years in the pipeline, the TXP 

models arrive to market 18 months after the 

acquisition of OSET by Triumph, further 

showing the UK’s largest motorcycle 

manufacturer’s intent to get a foothold in the 

off-road sector. A happy Mr Smith explained 

with Triumph’s vision into off-road 

motorcycling, it was the perfect fit to enable 

the brand to grow and remain as OSET in its 

own right. The option of selling out, making 

a buck and moving on was never on the cards 

and it was more a case of getting the backing 

from a large, experienced company and 

ensuring a solid and stable future for OSET.

The TXP range is somewhat of a new 

mantra and sees dual functionality. That’s 

where the TXP derives from with the 

emphasis on Trials, Xplore and Play with 

the TXP-20, sized for 7–9-year-olds and 

the TXP-24 for pre-teens and beyond. 

Fundamentally trials-based, but with a 

few easy minutes of spannering, you can 

fit a seat for the ride and transform your 

hoppy trials bike into a steed for the trails. 

With my trials ability not as sharp as I’d 

like, I was kindly allowed to take a pal 

who’s more at home without a saddle and 

can regularly be found ripping around his 

wife’s garden rockery with his 2001 Montesa 

315R. He’s got an immaculate beard and is 

called Jon. I like to call him Beardy Jon.

Getting to grips with the TXP-24 was a 

different experience for both of us. Let’s 

make no bones, these things are great 

starter bikes, so going from a smoky 315R 

to having no clutch control or footbrake, 

was going to take Beardy Jon a bit of 

getting used to. He chose to be at home 

with the seatless model whereas I, with 

my lazy motocross prowess, wanted 

some reassurance I could ride and rest.

Responsible for giving the best insight 

into how these bikes performed, our tour 

guides were world championship Trial2 

contenders, Harry Turner and the man 

who puts the O and S in OSET – Oliver 

Smith (Oliver Smith Electric Trials – so 

now you know). Mounted and in tow of 
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TEAM HONDA HRC’S
2024 AMA LINE-UP 
Ahead of the AMA Supercross 

series kicking off inside 

Anaheim’s Angel Stadium on 

January 6, American Honda 

dropped imagery of the race 

machines that Team Honda HRC 

riders Jett and Hunter Lawrence, 

Jo Shimoda and Chase Hymas 

will be competing on in the 

2024 AMA season. It's a long 

year with 17 Supercross events, 

11 Pro Motocross races and the 

season-ending SuperMotocross 

Championship which adds 

a further three races to the 

already bulging schedule. Even 

counting just championship 

events, the AMA elite will line up 

at 31 events during the year! 

Defending 450 Motocross 

and SuperMotocross champion 

Jett Lawrence, and older 

brother Hunter, will compete on 

CRF450RWE machines while 

Shimoda and Hymas will race the 

team’s CRF250R machines that 

carried the Lawrence brothers 

to the 250 SX West and East 

regional titles and Hunter to 

the 250 Motocross title too. 

As the dominant force in 2023 

(let’s not forget that Chase 

Sexton lifted the 450 SX title 

too), Honda’s Manager of Racing 

and Experiential Marketing 

Brandon Wilson is keen for the 

brand to keep on keeping on. 

“While it’s gratifying that we 

were able to get Team Honda 

HRC back on top where it belongs 

in 2023, this team’s proud legacy 

wasn’t built on a one-and-done 

philosophy,” expressed Brandon. 

“The recent success just makes 

us even more determined 

to keep it going in 2024.”

To give the team riders the 

best chance of success, they've 

gone all out with the 2024 race 

bikes utilising the technical 

information available from Honda 

HQ in Japan along with the most 

functional and high-performing 

 

Dunlop tyres 

are rubbery

Sleek and functional 

 – Team HRC's bikes 

always hit the spot
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The Yoshimura RS-12 silencer is lengthy Cycra plastics complete the factory look

aftermarket parts available. It’s 

been said many times before 

that nothing gets a free ride on a 

factory Honda – it’s either there 

to do a job or it’s not there at all…

Starting with the 450s and 

the thing that stands out is 

the length of the Yoshimura 

RS-12 silencer – it’s loooooong! 

And that’s because it houses 

a resonator that along with 

the one on the header pipe 

unlocks a healthy amount of 

power throughout the full RPM 

range. When matched with 

top-secret HRC engine internals 

you can guarantee that these 

things make big power. 

While the HRC parts are 

unobtanium to us normal folk, 

the Yoshimura pipe is available 

off the shelf as are other items 

you can see such as the Renthal 

handlebars/grips/sprockets, DID 

chain and Dirtstar rims, Twin 

Air filters and radiator covers, 

Factory Connection finishing 

Attention to detail 

is everything

A-Kit Showa 

suspension takes 

cares of business at 

the front of the bike

PreciousMetal - as.indd   19PreciousMetal - as.indd   19


